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Pastor’s Bits and Bytes 

Time has once again 

flown past us.  It’s now 

October, and our 

weather is cooling down, 

school and university are 

in full swing, and I am 

enjoying the best time of 

the year, in my opinion. I 

love fall, so many 

changes and smells of fall 

in the air. Unless you smell 

the smoke from the many 

fires that seem to be non-

stop this year. 

Remember as you see the 

smoke, and smell the 

smoke, to pray for those 

who are fighting those fires, 

it’s a very tough job.  Also 

keep in mind the many 

folks who will be asked to 

volunteer for disaster relief 

from the fires, and from the 

hurricane on the east 

coast.  We are not out of 

the woods yet, as they say.   

The youth have been busy 

this month, and it looks like  

8 

October Events 

 October 6 

o Platte Valley 

Association Meeting 

 October 7 

o Communion Sunday 

o Youth Group 

 October 11  

o PFLAG meeting 6:30 

o Wyoming Equality 

hosts dinner 

 October 18 – 20  

o Wyoming Interfaith 

Annual Meeting 

o Rev. Ken Away 

 October 20 

o Homecoming Parade 

Meet at Canterbury 

House at 6:45 

All events are in the Church or 

Church Basement, unless 

otherwise noted. 

______________ 
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they will continue to be busy into the fall.  

If there are any of you who would like to 

volunteer to help at youth group 

meetings, or to help drive to off site 

meetings, let Rev. Ken know. 

We held our annual outdoor worship at 

Vedauwoo, and it was very well 

attended.  It’s always wonderful to 

worship outside, and what better place 

than Vedauwoo.  Of course, if you have 

a favorite outside space, why don’t you 

help plan a worship service there.  See 

Rev. Ken with your suggestions. 

In September, I met the newest UCC 

clergy in Wyoming, Rev. Jason Boyd, 

who is in Rock Springs.  We also started 

our sanctuary discernment meetings.  

There is an article about this later in the 

newsletter.  There are many ideas, and I 

will be working with the council, and the 

sanctuary committee to find an 

architech and get things rolling.  Thanks 

to Betty Holmes who has volunteered to help, and be on the committee.  

There are many opportunities for others to join in. 

What do you think of the music, and the musicians we have now playing for 

us?  There are three regular accompanist, Nathan, Sean, and Don.  We also 

have some special music coming up, so look to the weekly update for more 

information as we plan those dates.   

We are glad to be hosting two AA meetings, a Death Café meeting, and 

PFLAG meetings in our social space.  It’s good that our building is being used 

by others, and not just for Sunday morning.  If you know of a group that 

needs a place to meet, one time or on-going, see Rev. Ken to set it up. 

 
Any immigrant who lives with you must be treated as if they were one of your citizens.  

You must love them as yourself, because you were immigrants in the land of Egypt;  

I am the Lord your God 

 (Lev. 19:34). 

 

Peace and Blessings to all, 

Rev. Ken 

 

 7 – Henry Shuman 

 17- Brian Shuman 

 18 – Eleanor Shuman 

 20 – Luke Ballard 

 21 – Kay LaGrange 

 23 – Cynthia Weinig 
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Administrative Council Notes: 

The Administrative council had a meeting in September, and also hosted the sanctuary 

discernment meeting.  Below are a couple of pictures of the items that were identified as 

possible needs and wants regarding the sanctuary.  If you have any other ideas or 

suggestions, let your ideas be known to the admin council members, or Rev. Ken.  You can 

also email suggestions to the church email, stpucc@gmail.com 

 

PFLAG Laramie 

PFLAG, or Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays continues to meet at St. Paul’s the 

second Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM. Join the group as a friend and ally, or member 

of the LGBTQ community.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, October 11th, which is 

National Coming Out Day. Wyoming Equality and PFLAG are hosting the meeting, with 

Wyoming Equality providing the meal for dinner.  Come here some speakers, have dinner, 

and mix and mingle. 

In the Beginning, There Was a March  

On Oct. 11, 1987, half a million people participated in the March on Washington for Lesbian and 

Gay Rights. It was the second such demonstration in our nation’s capital and resulted in the 

founding of a number of LGBTQ organizations, including the National Latino/a Gay & Lesbian 

Organization (LLEGÓ) and AT&T’s LGBTQ employee group, LEAGUE.  The momentum 

continued four months after this extraordinary march as more than 100 lesbian, gay, 
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bisexual, transgender, and queer activists from around the country gathered in Manassas, Va., 

about 25 miles outside Washington, D.C. Recognizing that the LGBTQ community often reacted 

defensively to anti-LGBTQ actions, they came up with the idea of a national day to celebrate 

coming out and chose the anniversary of that second march on Washington to mark it. The 

originators of the idea were Rob Eichberg, a founder of the personal growth workshop, The 

Experience, and Jean O'Leary, then head of National Gay Rights Advocates. From this idea the 

National Coming Out Day was born. 

Each year on Oct. 11, National Coming Out Day continues to promote a safe world for LGBTQ 

individuals to live truthfully and openly. 

Youth Group News  
The youth group hosted a breakfast, as a fundraiser for Houston, the service dog at the Jr. 

High that they are helping to provide money for 
his training.  They raised over $60!!  The youth 
also met to begin work on the signs for the 
homecoming parade on October 20, and had 
some fun making their own pizzas. 
 
Our next meeting will be Sunday, October 7, to 
finish our signs for homecoming. 
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Daily Devotional  
If you would like to receive a daily email devotional, you may look at 
http://www.perfectpeaceandjoy.org/, a daily devotional that a friend of mine, and fellow 
UCC Clergy updates daily. Rev. John Gaudreau is a wonderful photographer, and many of 
the photos he uses are ones that he has taken.  The daily update is something I look 
forward to every day.  Take a minute to look at his website even if you do not subscribe to 
the daily email.   
 

UW Homecoming is October 20  
The annual homecoming parade (and game) is on October 20th this year.  The Laramie 
Ministerial Association of All Faiths is urging all faith communities in Laramie to march 
together.  Each faith community will have a sign to carry, and we will march behind a 
banner identifying us, and we can also carry smaller signs.  The youth group will design our 
big sign, and we can either use the flags from the UCC that we used in the pride parade, or 
we can make some new ones.   
If you want to march, great!  The current plan is to meet at Canterbury house on 9th at 
about 6:45 am for coffee and donuts and ‘last minute’ sign adjustments.  I hope that we 
have a strong contingent from St. Paul’s.   

 

Blessing of the Animals 

On September 30, members of the Laramie Ministerial Association gathered together to 

bless the animals, in remembrance of St. Francis.  Here are a couple pictures. 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out the Rocky Mountain Conference web page: 

http://www.rmcucc.org 

 

http://www.perfectpeaceandjoy.org/
http://www.rmcucc.org/
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Youth Opportunity: Fall  

Spirit-Spirit Spark Retreat:  

Nov. 2–4 at La Foret 
 August 16, 2018  |    Cory Kibler  

Registration is now open for Fall Jr/Sr-High Retreat at La Foret, Nov. 2–4, 2018!  

 

From November 2–4, 2018 at La Foret, Junior and Senior High campers from 
across the Rocky Mountain Conference will converge in the Black Forest, creating 
a radically loving, sacred, and joyful community at our Fall Spirit-Spark Retreat. 
ALL youth grades 6-12 are invited! 

Visit Event Page 

Through large and small group activities, we’ll invite and inspire campers to dig 
deep to discern what they believe and why they believe it. Together, we’ll deepen 
trust—in ourselves, God, and others—and get in touch with our unique purposes 
for this life. By the end of the weekend, youth will return home with memories 
of La Foret magic, and faith in God’s ceaseless presence in their lives. 

Register Your Youth Today! 

Our vetted, trained, and committed staff have planned a special retreat that seeks 
to anchor youth in faith in the midst of our crazy world. They’ll facilitate 
powerful experiences, lead games, arts & crafts, music, worship, a dance, time in 
nature, and so much more. We can’t wait to see you there!  

   

https://rmcucc.org/author/corkib/
https://rmcucc.org/home/camps-events/fall-spirit-spark-retreat/
https://rmcucc.org/home/camps-events/fall-spirit-spark-retreat/
https://rmcucc.campbrainregistration.com/
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Mahlon Van Horne 

He was only 26 years old—born in Princeton, New 

Jersey, and educated at Lincoln University in 

Pennsylvania. In 1866 he became the principal of a 900 

student school for African Americans in Charleston, 

South Carolina. Soon thereafter, in 1869, Mahlon Van 

Horne (1840-1910), was called to be pastor of the Union 

Congregational Church in Newport, Rhode Island. 

 

Newport was at the center of eighteenth century African 

American slave trade and still retained a high percentage 

of black residents. Union Congregational Church was the 

oldest black church in Newport—founded in 1824. As 

Van Horne became popular the Newport Daily News 

stated that he brought "a new style of preaching,”. . 

.blending “religious convictions with civic and political 

responsibility.” Van Horne’s energy led to a new church 

building in 1871. In 1878 he became Moderator of the 

Rhode Island Congregational Consociation (what we call 

a Conference)—elected by predominantly white 

Congregationalists throughout Rhode Island. 

 

Van Horne’s leadership expanded beyond the Church when he joined with another black business leader 

to integrate the city schools. In 1872 he ran for the School Board and won, serving on the Board for over 

twenty years. In 1885 he became the first person of color elected to the Rhode Island legislature. Twice 

re-elected, he served for six years. 

 

Van Horne’s final years were spent in the Danish West Indies. In 1896 President-elect William 

McKinley tapped Van Horne to be American Consul there. Van Horne was one of "only about twenty 

African Americans appointed to diplomatic posts during the Progressive Era," serving until 1903. Van 

Horne also played a significant role during the Spanish-American War. Many island residents insisted 

that his diplomatic work was significant in the American purchase of the Virgin Islands in 1917. Mahlon 

Van Horne remained in the West Indies for the rest of his life doing missionary work on Antigua. 

 

Contributor: Richard H. Taylor 
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 St. Paul’s 

           United Church of Christ                                                

     602 Garfield St.                        Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

       Laramie, WY 82070   

                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Rev. Kenneth Ingram 

720-289-2394 

revken1957@gmail.com 

Rev. Ken’s hours: Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, and 

Sunday mornings, or by 

appointment 

IF YOU KNOW OF ANY 

ACTIVITIES AROUND 

TOWN THAT YOU WOULD 

LIKE MENTIONED IN THE 

WEEKLY UPDATE OR THE 

NEWSLETTER, PLEASE 

SEND THE INFORMATION 

TO REV. KEN AT 

STPUCC@GMAIL.COM 

mailto:revken1957@gmail.com

