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Pastor’s Bits and Bytes 

After the busy month of 

December, and the 

holiday season, it seems 

as if there is little going 

on at St. Paul’s this 

month.  While we may 

be having a bit of down 

time, I assure you, things 

are still moving along.  I 

heard from the architect, 

and they are sending us 

some more materials to 

look over.  We will for sure 

have the sanctuary re-do 

on the agenda for the 

annual meeting. 

 We had a great children’s 

pageant, and youth 

worship in December.  It’s 

nice to have multi-

generational worship.  We 

will have another youth 

worship service, the date 

will be determined soon. 

During December, we had 

some really great special 

music.  We had singing,  

8 

January Events 

 January 6 

o Communion Sunday 

o Un-Greening of the 

church 

 January 10 

o PFLAG Meeting 

 January 13 

o Council Meeting 

o Youth Group 

 January 19 

o Rev. Ken’s Ordination 

Anniversary 

 January 1 

o Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day 

All events are in the Church or Church 

Basement, unless otherwise noted. 
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instrumental pieces, a solo, and a duo.  

And, we had Punch Willimson with us for 

Christmas Eve Service.  The service was 

well attended, and the lessons and 

carols seemed to have been a nice 

way to get ready for Christmas day. 

St. Paul’s participated in the community 

sing-along that was held in December.  

The event was attended by more folks 

than last year, so the word must be 

getting out. 

Family Promise has graduated another 

family from the program into their own 

houseing. The single mother and three 

children were with us for a few months, 

and we want to thank Terri Given for being our coordinator to Family Promise, 

and for all who have helped with foor, getting the family moved between 

sites, and staying overnight.   

The Administrative Council met in December, to do the business of the 

church, and to distribute the funds from our community sponsorships.  We are 

very pleased to announce even though our distribution was lower, we were 

still able to help many organizations in Laramie, the UCC, and in Wyoming. 

I hope everyone had a safe and productive 2018, and pray that we all have 

a productive and safe 2019.   

 
Any immigrant who lives with you must be treated as if they were one of your citizens.  

You must love them as yourself, because you were immigrants in the land of Egypt;  

I am the Lord your God 

 (Lev. 19:34). 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on thm 

light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 

rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian  (Isaiah 9:2-4).   

Peace and Blessings to all, 

Rev. Ken 

 

 

 

 

 

 8 – Kathy RIttle 

 19 – Amy Krist 
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Youth Group – January 13 
Youth group will meet at 4:00 PM.  After watching a movie, or playing a game, we will have 

dinner together.   
 

PFLAG Laramie 
PFLAG, or Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays continues to meet at St. Paul’s the 

second Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM. Join the group as a friend and ally, or member 

of the LGBTQ community.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, January 10.  Come mix 

and mingle with other from PFLAG 

 
Daily Devotional  
If you would like to receive a daily email devotional, you may look at 
http://www.perfectpeaceandjoy.org/, a daily devotional that a friend of mine, and fellow 
UCC Clergy updates daily. Rev. John Gaudreau is a wonderful photographer, and many of 
the photos he uses are ones that he has taken.  The daily update is something I look 
forward to every day.  Take a minute to look at his website even if you do not subscribe to 
the daily email.   
 

 

Don’t forget to check out the Rocky Mountain Conference web page: 

http://www.rmcucc.org 

 

http://www.perfectpeaceandjoy.org/
http://www.rmcucc.org/
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The Youth leading worship 

 

 
 

From the UCC Historical Council  

 

http://www.ucc.org/ucc_roots_january_2019?e=904e9064225eb75c76ef72df9335afea&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=jan_2019&n=1
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Jonathan Edwards: A Theological Grandparent  

Congregational settlers in colonial New England fled Europe in the 1600s seeking 
religious freedom. Unfortunately, over time, religious concerns faded. Clergy were 
honored, but few people were church members and religious beliefs were thin. By 

the mid 1700s some preachers began 
holding revivals to rejuvenate Christianity. 
Their efforts paid off. 
 
A key leader in this “Great Awakening” 
movement was Jonathan Edwards (1703-
1758). Edwards was born in East Windsor, 
CT; attended Yale College and served as a 
Congregational pastor in Northampton, MA 
(1726-50) and Stockbridge, MA. (1751-
58).   In 1741 he preached a famous 
sermon entitled “Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God”—comparing human beings to a 
spider suspended by God over the pit of 
hell. His message was sobering, but his 
preaching was electrifying. People became 

concerned about salvation. 
 
Scholars consider Edwards one of the most brilliant theologians in American 
history. Not because of his dramatic sermon, but because Edwards realized that 
people were cut off from God. His preaching and writing expanded awareness, 
encouraging people to recognize human limitations (sin) and cultivate new 
relationships with God. Edwards insisted that life was predestined, and that 
salvation was a Divine gift. He wrote passionately about love and communion with 
God, encouraging people to leave egotism behind. 

Religion, in its purity, is not so much a pursuit as a temper; or rather it is a temper, 
leading to the pursuit of all that is high and holy. Its foundation is faith; its action, 
works; its temper, holiness; its aim, obedience to God in improvement of self, and 
benevolence to men. 

In his later years Edwards wrote treatises on the freedom of the will, original sin, 
true virtue and God’s purposes in the world. He preached among “Indians” in 
Stockbridge, MA. In 1758 he was invited to become president of the College of 
New Jersey (Princeton); unfortunately he died of small pox before he could take 
office. 
 
Contributor: Barbara Brown Zikmund 
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St. Paul’s 

           United Church of Christ                                                

     602 Garfield St.                        Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

       Laramie, WY 82070   

                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Rev. Kenneth Ingram 

720-289-2394 

revken1957@gmail.com 

Rev. Ken’s hours: Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, and 

Sunday mornings, or by 

appointment 

IF YOU KNOW OF ANY 

ACTIVITIES AROUND 

TOWN THAT YOU WOULD 

LIKE MENTIONED IN THE 

WEEKLY UPDATE OR THE 

NEWSLETTER, PLEASE 

SEND THE INFORMATION 

TO REV. KEN AT 

STPUCC@GMAIL.COM 

mailto:revken1957@gmail.com

