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Pastor’s Post 

We took up our 

collection for One Great 

Hour of Sharing this past 

Sunday, and our 

congregation was 

GREAT.  We collected 

over $600.  Some of this 

years collection will go to 

help those in our 

neighboring states as they 

deal with flooding from our 

recent storms.  You all are 

an amazing and generous 

congregation! 

We still have our lent 

offering going on, so 

remember to put 

something in your bag 

every day during lent, and 

we will collect them and 

bless them on Easter 

Sunday.  Then, I’ll need 

help getting them sorted 

and sent to local charities 

in town that can distribute 

the items out to their 

clients.   

 

April Events 

 April 7 

o Communion Sunday 

 April 11 

o PFLAG 

 April 18 

o Maundy Thursday 

o Dinner at 5:00 PM 

 April 19 

o Good Friday 

 April 21 

o Easter 

 April 28 

o Rev Ken away? 

o Council Meeting 

All events are in the Church or 

Church Basement, unless otherwise 

noted. 

______________ 
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We are welcoming Tara and Aeslyn to the 

Administrative Council this year.  Please say 

thanks to them.  Aeslin is our youth 

representative on the council, something that 

there has not been in a few years.  Council 

members are: Carol Uhl, President, Crystal 

Ballard, Vice President, Tara Mattimoe, 

Secretary, Luke Ballard, member at large, 

Marcus Frye, member at large, and Aeslin 

Mattimoe-Harris as our youth member at large. 

Marcus, who has served as our secretary the last 

couple of years, is graduating from UW soon, 

and will continue to serve on the board while he 

is here.  When Marcus leaves us, he will be going 

to Miami to an internship with Coral Gables UCC, 

working on immigration issues with the Young 

Adult Service Communities.  I am very excited for 

Marcus, and have enjoyed working with him on 

council, and helping him out with moving 

forward in the UCC, and in his quest for this 

internship.  I told Marcus I will expect a quarterly 

update for our newsletter, if he can find time. 

It’s almost the end of Lent, and that means 

Easter is close at hand.  We will have a Maundy 

Thursday dinner at 5:00 PM, and then a Tenebrae service afterwards.  While 

we are not holding a Good Friday service, there are many places of worship 

that are, so I encourage you to find a place to worship if you are so inclined.  

Marcus has said that he would like to fill the pulpit again before he leaves, so 

look for him to be taking my place again, this time to tell you about his 

internship, what it means and what he will be doing.   

I am planning to start a bible study.  My thought at this time is to start either 

with the 10 commandments, or perhaps with the Psalms.  What do you think?  

When is the best time to have this?  Some evening?  Sunday morning before 

church?  Sunday morning after church?  I am open to suggestions, so please 

contact me, or send an email to stpucc@gmail.com and let me know what 

you think.  I would like to start this after Easter, and go through the summer.  

My hope is that we could make this a regular part of our Christian Education 

offerings here at St. Paul’. 

On Sunday March 31, Transgender Day of Visibility, Eric came and shared his 

story of faith, transition, transformation, and love.  I believe that hearing and 

meeting people who are different than us is important in each of our growth, 

 

 11 – Cindy Legg 

 16 – Lucy Walker 

 23 – Megan Plant 

If your birthday is not listed, then our 

directory is not updated with your 

information.  Please let the church know 

your current contact information, address, 

phone and birthday/anniversary at 

stpucc.gmail.com 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

mailto:stpucc@gmail.com
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both mentally and spiritually.  If you see Eric around town, make sure to thank 

him for being with us, and sharing his faith journey, and his life story with us. 

The quotes below seem to say it all to me.  “God is Love’, really doesn’t need 

me to add to it.  The 2 Corinthians passage seemed so appropriate for spring, 

and for the Easter season.  I hope you can find meaning in these quotes as 

well.   

"God is Love”  1 John 4:8 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!”  

 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Peace and Blessings to all, 

Rev. Ken 
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Congratulations Marcus Frye! 
 
Marcus was notified that he was accepted into the YASC program for the UCC for an internship that 

begins in September.  YASC – Young Adult Service Communities will be blessed with Marcus in Miami for 

a year, beginning about September 1st.  Please congratulate Marcus, and we will be hearing on a Sunday 

after Easter to tell us about the program, his involvement, and what he hopes to learn from this 

experience. 

 

Click the graphic above to see a video about 3 Great Loves 

 
Worship calendar: 

 April 7 
o Communion Sunday 

 Worship Leader: Crystal Ballard 
 Accompanist: Nathan Sonnenschein 
 NCH 207: Just As I Am 
 NCH 224: The Wondrous Cross 
 MV 128: When They Heard That Jesus Was Coming 
 John 12:1-8, Isiah 43:16-21 

o Communion: MV 194: Bread of Life, Feed My Soul  
 April 14 

o Palm/Passion Sunday 
 Worship Leader: Roger Iverson 
 Accompanist: Sean Stone 
 NCH 213: Loud Hosanna 
 NCH 216: All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
 NCH 215: Ride on, Ride on In Majesty 

o Special Music: Lord of the Dance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dl7lSjN-C-Q
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 April 18 
o Maundy Thursday 

 Meal at 5:00 
 Worship after the meal 

 April 21 
o Easter Sunday 

 Worship Leaders: Youth Group 
 Accompanists: Sean Stone, Nathan Sonnenschein 
 NCH 244: O Sons and Daughters 
 NCH 233: Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 
 NCH 245: The Day of Resurrection 
 Choir: What is Bread 
 Choir: Jesus Christ Super Star 
 Choir: Christ The Lord is Risen Today 

 
Flower Chart Sign-ups 
 
There is a flower sign up chart downstairs in the social hall.  If you would like to bring flowers 

for the altar, sign up.  After services, you can take the flowers home, or leave them for the next 

week.  
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
Our congregation has once again shown how generous they can be, donating over $600 to OGHS.  This 

year, a portion of the national offering will go to help those impacted by the flooding in our neighboring 

states.  Thank you all for your generosity!! 

Our Lenten Journey 
 
Many of you were given bags, or took bags to get a jump on your spring cleaning.  The idea is to donate 

clothes and other household item during lent, one each day of lent.  We will gather them on Easter, and 

have a special blessing.  We will need help getting the bags to the clothing cottage or Interfaith after 

services. 

History on the web 
 
Betty Holmes has been digitizing our historical documents, and you can find them on the web, on our 

website, under the history tab.  Click here to go there now.  Follow the link to see our historical 

anniversary booklets. 

PFLAG Laramie 

PFLAG, or Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays has now completed all their 

paperwork, and is an official PFLAG group.  We are happy to be the host for their meetings.  

If you would like to join the meeting, the next one is on April 11 at 6:30 PM.   

https://www.ucclaramie.org/history-of-st-pauls.html
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Annual Celebration of the Rocky Mountain Conference 
 
This year the annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain Conference is June 6 to 8 (Thursday through 

Saturday) in Grand Junction.  If you would like to attend the annual conference, please let Rev. Ken 

know.  Rev. Ken will be attending the conference. 

National ONA Gathering 
 
The ONA Coalition of the UCC is holding their annual meeting this year in Milwaukee, the same site as 

General Synod.  The meeting is June 18 – June 20.  The theme for this year’s meeting is Living Our 

Covenants: Into Life.  Rev. Ken will be attending the meeting, and will be also be doing OWL (Our Whole 

Lives) training at the same time.  If anyone is interested in attending, please see Rev. Ken.  You can check 

out the link here:  ONA MEETING 

General Synod 32 
 
General Synod of the United Church of Christ is being held June 21 through June 25 in Milwaukee.  The 

theme this year is: SHINE: Let your light shine before others.  Matthew Desmond will be the keynote 

speaker this year.  He is the author of Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City.  This book has 

also been selected by the UCC as an all church read.  We will study this book in the fall.  If you would like 

more information, please click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From the UCC Historical Council 

 

https://openandaffirming.org/national-gathering/
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019
http://www.ucc.org/ucc_roots_january_2018?e=904e9064225eb75c76ef72df9335afea&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=jan18_roots&n=1
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The First President of the United Church of Christ 

The United Church of Christ came into existence in 1957. For its first four years, 
leaders from the Congregational Christian and Evangelical and Reformed traditions 
served as Co-Presidents. Finally, in 1961, guided by a new UCC Constitution, the 

Third General Synod elected a local 
Ohio pastor named Ben Mohr 
Herbster (1904-1984) as the first 
President of the United Church of 
Christ. 
 
Some people were surprised. 
Herbster was not a nationally known 
religious leader. However, he had 
been a key member of the General 
Council of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church during the years 
of union negotiations with the 
General Council of Congregational 
Christian Churches. During those 
difficult years there were moments 
when it seemed that both sides 
might withdraw. One time, Herbster 
was asked to share some 
reflections. “Remember,” he said, 
“the only matter we have to consider 
is whether the proposed union is 
according to the mind of Christ.” His 
words became a turning point. 
 
Years later, when accepting the 

Presidency Herbster once again called the Church to focus on the demands of the 
Gospel. . . , [including] “an unending effort to guarantee to all men, women and 
children, here in America and to the ends of the earth, a chance to live in freedom, 
good will, justice and advantage.”  
 
Herbster continued to press the United Church of Christ to face new challenges. In 
1963, he called the Fourth General Synod to order amid the racial unrest roiling the 
country. He asked the Synod to set aside its regular business “in order that we can 
face the present crisis. . . and agree on action that cries out to God to be undertaken. . 
. . We shall betray our Lord if we take no action now.” His theologically grounded 
reminders led to the establishment of the Commission for Racial Justice, and its work 
reshaped UCC identity in dramatic ways. 
 
Contributor: John H. Thomas 
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St. Paul’s 

           United Church of Christ                                                

     602 Garfield St.                        Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

       Laramie, WY 82070   

                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

Rev. Kenneth Ingram 

720-289-2394 

revken1957@gmail.com 

Rev. Ken’s hours:Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, and 

Sunday mornings, or by 

appointment 

IF YOU KNOW OF ANY 

ACTIVITIES AROUND 

TOWN THAT YOU WOULD 

LIKE MENTIONED IN THE 

WEEKLY UPDATE OR THE 

NEWSLETTER, PLEASE 

SEND THE INFORMATION 

TO REV. KEN AT 

STPUCC@GMAIL.COM 

mailto:revken1957@gmail.com

