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FOREWORD

“I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” 1 Corinthians 3:6.

This Jubilee Souvenir Booklet is a testimony to the above statement of the Apostle Paul. He well
knew that no one man was responsible for the Christian work at Corinth. It was begun with his ef-
forts, continued by Apollos and many others. But God alone is given the glory for the increase and ac-
complishments. In reviewing the past fifty years of St. Paul’s Church at Laramie, we are reminded that
one planted, another and another watered, and God gave the increase. Through all the varied experi-
ences that contribute to the life of a congregation, through success and failure, through progress and
retrogression, through joy and sorrow, the star of God’s eternal love and guidance has remained un-
dimmed. It has continued to shine upon His Church. Preachers come, spend their allotted time, and
pass from the scene. But through it all, God’s Church remains. Nothing can crush it. As the story
of St. Paul’s unfolds within these pages, with a spirit of humility, credit is given where it is due to those
who have labored at the church during the past. The Psalmist, however, spoke for us many, many years
ago when he said, “Not unto us, O Jehovah, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory.”

It is our hope and prayer that this Souvenir Booklet may find favor with our God in whose service
we are happy. We trust that all who read it may be strengthened in their love toward God and their
fellowmen, may gather new inspiration for the work of the Lord, and may be led into a greater en-
deavor to attempt great things for their Master. May every member of St. Paul’s Church serve their Lord
with ever increasing inspiration and joy.

Most faithfully your pastor,
RoBERT J. YoUNG.
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IN publishing the history of St. Paul’s Church, it was felt that
many of our readers would also be interested in knowing some-
thing of the origin of Laramie, a city which is only a few years
older than the Church. Two small booklets, published in 1875,
supplied the writer with practically all of the material included
in this brief history of

EARLY LARAMIE

Our little city of 10,000 souls takes its name from a
French fur trader, Jacques de LaRamée, who travelled this part
of the country very extensively during the eatly days. Other
than the fact that he died in 1821, little information regarding
him and his life remains.

It was on April 20, 1868, when the Union Pacific Rail-
road Company began the sale of lots here, that Laramie was
founded. The town had been surveyed several weeks previous
to this and hundreds of people were anxiously waiting for the
sales to begin. In less than two weeks after the first lot had
been sold, over “five hundred buildings or structures in which
to live or do business had been erected.”

The ninth day of May, 1868, was history-making. It was
epochal! On that day the rails of the Union Pacific were laid
to and past the new town. On the following day, May 10,
Laramie saw its first train. A freight discharged its cargo of
humanity and material—a motley assortment of both. “With-
in three weeks after this train unloaded, the town had grown
to 5,000 souls.” (Editor’s Note: This figure is highly ques-
tionable!)
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“Of these 5,000 souls, one-third were respectable, hard-
working, honest people. The other two-thirds were gamblers,
thieves, highwaymen, prostitutes, robbers, cut-throats, and all
their necessary companions.” Life in the new city was unor-
ganized and far from being safe. On May 8, the more stable
citizens determined to have a city government to cope with the
outlaws. An clection was held four days later with more than
900 ballots being cast. Mr. M. C. Brown was clected mayor.
Brown gave the city council his complete support and it began
to do what the citizens wanted it to accomplish. However,
after three weeks, Brown had his “fill” and publicly resigned his
office as mayor. In less than two days the rest of the city gov-
ernment followed him in his walkout. What had been a weak
government in the beginning degenerated into none at all.

Whatever laws existed were hurriedly made on the spur of
the moment by anyone needing a law. Revolvers and knives
were the main instruments used to settle disputes. Murders
were frequent with nobody paying any particular attention to
them. The rougher, outlaw group became so daring that soon
uneasiness and fear for their own safety lead a group of men to
organize a vigilance committee. In August, 1868, twenty men
responded to a call for such an organization. Unable to cope
successfully with the outlaws with such a small number, the
organization was soon swelled to number more than four hun-
dred men. With this group thoroughly organized, the outlaws
were soon driven to cover and the city restored to order. A
second city government was attempted. L. B. Chase was elected
mayor and, apparently, stayed in office long enough to perfect
a government technique suitable for the city’s use.




REV. ROBERT J. YOUNG MRS. ROBERT J. YOUNG
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During these early days, hanging was the most common
and easiest form of capital punishment meted out to criminals.
The last man ever to be hanged in Laramie by the city officials
was a young man named Moritz. His guilt was highly ques-
tionable and all evidence points strongly to the assumption that
the only reason the officials consented to the deed was that they
felt they needed to bolster up their claims to authority and
their reputations for exacting justice in the community, Odd-
ly enough, the city marshal who lead the group in this act
(Lee Griswold) was later arrested in Colorado for murder. In
attempting to cscape jail in Denver, he was shot and killed.
Other hangings and lynchings occurred after the Moritz affair
but the city fathers had nothing to do with them. The last
lynching ever to take place in Laramie is still vividly remem-
bered by some of St. Paul’s Church members. It occurred on
the corner of Sixth and Grand, just a block north of our
Church.

Schools and churches took an active part in these first days
of Laramie history. The first public school was opened on Feb-
ruary 15, 1869, with an enrollment of 106 pupils for the full
term of three months. A few years later (by coincidence, the
same year of the founding of St. Paul’s Church) the University
of Wyoming was opened. That was in September, 1887.

To Mrs. Jane Ivinson, Mrs. Charles Wright, and Miss Jen-
nie Wright go the honor of conducting the first religious serv-

Six

ice in the city. These three women “‘started a Sabbath School
about July 15, 1868.” On October 2, 1868, the first Church
was organized in Laramie. Rev. J. W. Cornell was the first
Episcopalian minister.

In the spring of 1869 the Methodist Church was organ-
ized. Dedicatory services were held in 1871. The first minister
was Rev. G. F. Hilton. The Catholic Church was organized
in 1869. In 1871 a new building had been completed and Rev.
Father Kelly was in charge of the congregation. The Baptist
Church came next on January 8, 1870. The first resident pastor
was Rev. D. J. Pierce.

Under the direction of Rev. F. C. Arnold, the Union Pres-
byterian church was organized on February 2, 1871. The build-
ing was dedicated in October of the same year.

The Scandanavian Lutheran Church (Trinity Lutheran)
came in 1885,

By 1875 Laramic was a city with a very mixed population
of Swedes, Danes, Irish, English, French and Germans. Prac-
tically all of the other nationalities had a house of worship in
which to meet, presided over by an ordained minister who was
responsible for the spiritual welfare of their souls. The German
population had grown large enough in 1886 to desire a Church
to serve its needs and so in 1887 St. Paul’s Evangelical Church
was organized. The first pastor of the congregation was Johann
Frank.




REV. JOHANN FRANK

Unfortunately, the records pertaining to
the ministry of Rev. Frank at St. Paul’s are
extremely meager. Before he began his serv-
ice here, a group of men gathered together for
the common purpose of establishing a German
congregation in Laramie. No doubt, several
meetings were held for this purpose, but the
first one recorded is that of May 2, 1886, at
which time a Reverend Rosenstengel was pres-
ent to assist the men in designing thelr pur-
poses. It was at this meeting that the resolution was adopted to
organize a congregation and call it the “Deutsche Evangelische
Lutherische St. Paulus Gemeinde.” After this decision was
reached, Rev. Rosenstengel was asked to do what he could to
help carry it into effect. He was asked to secure a pastor for
the congregation. The next recorded meeting is one in Decem-
ber of the same year. More than thirty people were present and
the committee, which had been acting on its own initiative and
under its own authority, placed its plans and Rev. Rosensten-
gel’s recommendations before the group. Rev. Johann Frank
had been suggested as the minister and an invitation to become
their pastor was immediately forwarded to him by the group.
He arrived at St. Paul’s in January, 1887, and began his task of
welding the congregation into a unity. By January 16, at a
worship service, he publicly installed a board of trustees for the
congregation. These first officers of the church were:

George Berner—President
Charles Hegewald—Treasurer
Charles Troederup—Secretary
A. Waechter—Trustee
William Wurl—Trustee
Charles Langhoff—Trustee

After the congregation was thoroughly organized, it af-
filiated with the Lutheran General Synod of Chicago. One of
the first decisions which Rev. Frank asked the congregation to
make was that of observing Holy Communion regularly. Con-
sequently, the Church council passed the following resolution:
“Be it resolved that the members of St. Paul’s Evangelical Luth-
eran congregation partake of Holy Communion on Christmas,
Easter, Pentecost, and another Sunday about half-way between
Pentecost and Christmas.” The last administrative function
that is recorded in conection with Rev. Frank is that he was
authorized to order a dozen hymnals for the congregation.
After that, nothing more is mentioned concerning his pastor-
ate. He left Laramie in August, 1887, after having completed
seven months of service. His significant contribution to St.
Paul’s Church was that he layed a foundation upon which suc-
ceeding ministers might build. With more than thirty-five
names recorded on the membership list by the time of his de-
parture, we can only testify that he performed his task well.
He lighted a torch which his successors were to carry forward
for fifty years without permitting it to become extinguished.

Rev. Frank entered into his rest on July 8, 1935, at Coshocton,
Ohio.
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REV. CHRISTIAN THOMPSEN

For two months after Rey. Frank’s
departure, the Church was without a
pastor. Then, on October 3o, 1887,
Rev. Christian Thompsen assumed his
duties here and spent the next six years
and nine months of his life in Laramie.
During his ministry, both the spirit-
ual life of his members and the ma-
terial value of the congregation were
greatly enhanced. It was during these
years that the Church was definitely
established on a legal basis. On March
5, 1888, Rev. Thompsen saw to it that the Church was incor-
porated under the laws of the Territory of Wyoming. Shortly

afterwards he began making the congregation a functional one
by suggesting that a Ladies’ Aid Society (Frauen Verein) be
organized. The Society was born in May, 1888.

With the Church incorporated and the Ladies’ Aid Society
meeting regularly, the pastor began to arouse a desire on the
part of the membership to have a church building of its own.
Up until now, all services were being held in the old Presby-
terian Church on Fremont between Second and Third Streets.
(The building is an apartment house today.) A congregational
meeting was held in December, 1889, to consider the question
of buying a lot and building a church. Only eleven members
of the congregation were present for this important session, but
that was a large enough group to decide the issue. A lot was
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purchased, and a building committee consisting of Charles Hege-
wald, August Trabing, John Vorpahl, and Rev. Thompsen was
appointed. This committee was authorized to draw up plans
for the building and submit the plans and estimates to the con-
gregation in May. The May meeting was held as scheduled and
after hearing the reports of the committee, the congregation
voted to build a church, the cost of which was not to exceed
$3,400.00. The contract for the work was given to George
Berner. Construction began immediately and by December,
1890, the building was completed. It was, indeed, a joyous
congregation which finally had a house of worship which it
could call its very own. The dedicatory service was scheduled
for January 18, 1891, and the church was crowded to the
doors. Six other ministers from Laramie participated in the
service. The famous German Maenner-chor sang three songs.
A special offering of $62.00 was received. The service contin-
ued for about two and a half hours but nobody seemed to mind.
A dream had been realized and all were making the most of the
day.

A few months before the dedication services, the congre-
gation listened to Rev. Thompsen’s suggestions regarding the
purchase of a reed organ. After hearing his recommendations,
it was moved and carried that the organ be purchased from
Chicago. However, the stipulation was made that the cost
could not exceed eighty dollars, and this was to include the
freight charges from Chicago as well as any other expenses that
might be involved. The organ arrived in time, and, as one who
heard it, remarked: “It has a pretty good tune for cighty dol-

Iars.




Rev. Thompsen was responsible for many other accom-
plishments during his ministry, but these are the most outstand-
ing. He was very well liked by his congregation and the mem-
bers expressed their appreciation for his services in many tangi-
ble ways. After he had been here a year, a raise in salary was
voluntarily granted him. When, on July 5, 1894, his time
came to bid the congregation farewell, everybody contributed
toward a cash donation which was given to him. This gift was
large enough to take care of all his moving expenses to his new
field of labor. Although we tried our best, we were unable to
find Rev. Thompsen’s present day address.

REV. JULIUS GOMPPENBERG

The vacancy left at the Church
when Rev. Thompsen departed was
immediately filled with the arrival of
Rev. Julius Gomppenberg. It was at
the end of July, 1894, that Rev.
Gomppenberg began his ministry at
St. Paul’s. Whatever his accomplish-
ments might have been lie buried in 2
dim and almost obscure past. The rec-
ords are scant concerning his pastorate.
He appears to have been an easy-go-
ing, well-contented man who enjoyed conducting the German
School at the Church on Saturdays and visiting with his mem-
bers during the week. He resigned his pastorate in November,
1895, and with his departure from St. Paul’s Church he ended

his career as a minister of the gospel. After leaving Laramie,
he moved to Washington and spent the remaining days of his
life as a tiller of the soil in the rich farming country of the
Pacific Northwest.

REV. WALTHER EICKMANN

The youngest pastor ever to serve
St. Paul’s Church was the Reverend
Walther Eickmann. He had just fin-
ished his work at the Seminary, when
he began his pastorate on June 7, 1896.
In November, 1898, Rev. Eickmann
left Laramie for a trip to Germany to
visit his parents. Although he fully
expected to continue his ministry at
St. Paul’s when he returned, these
plans never materialized. When he
reached New York after his visit to
Germany, he received a call to serve a congregation in the met-
ropolitan area. He accepted the call, and New York has claimed
him ever since. A distinction which is his in connection with
St. Paul’s congregation is that he confirmed the largest class in
the history of the church. In 1897 his confirmation class num-
bered eighteen members. During the years of his ministry,
Rey. Eickmann has not confined his abilities to preaching. He
has also made good use of his pen, as was witnessed when re-
cently he had his book “Pilgrim Paul” published. The book is
an account of the life and works of the Apostle to the Gentiles.
Both, the secular and the religious press spoke very highly of
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the book. The author’s studies have earned for him the degrees
of Doctor of Philosophy and Doctor of Sacred Theology. St.
Paul’s Church has never been blessed with a more brilliant mind
than that of Rev. Eickmann. Today he is serving his congre-
gation in West New York, New Jersey.

(After Rev. Eickmann left St. Paul’s Church, the congre-
gation was without a pastor for more than a year. A certain
Reverend Frank Gilbert of Rapid City, Illinois, applied for the
position as pastor of the Church. The congregation informed
him that he could come and be the pastor on the condition that
he would have to be responsible for his own salary by collecting
it himself. The group was hardly in a position to offer any
kind of salary to a minister. The candidate declined the offer.)

REV. ED. F. PINKERT

With the departure of Rev. Eick-
mann, St. Paul’s Church began exper-
iencing difficulties and worries. The
membership dwindled to a mere hand-
ful. Interest in the welfare of the
Church dropped to a vanishing point.
Repeated attempts to hold congrega-
tional meetings met with failure. Few
responded to the notices and the an-
nouncements fell on deaf ears. Those
tew who were still trying to salvage
the ship were growing discouraged.
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Finally, a pastor was secured in the person of Rev. Ed. F. Pink-
ert of Chicago, Illinois. Rev. Pinkert arrived at St. Paul’s in
the late winter of 1899 and began working at an almost hope-
less task—that of bringing new life into a dying congregation.
And he began to succeed. His success was enough to encourage
the members to apply for membership in the Evangelical Synod
of North America. On August 1st, 1901, a congregational
meeting was held, with Rev. G. A. Schmidt of Denver acting
as chairman. At this meeting, the following resolution was
adopted: “Whereas we have been neglected by the Lutheran
General Synod, and, whereas we are and intend to remain a
German congregation, and, whereas a minister of the Evangelical
Synod of North America (Rev. Pinkert) has re-organized our
work and helped it to prosper, now, therefore, we resolve to
seek admission into the Evangelical Synod of North America
and ask this Synod to support us in our work financially. We
further resolve to be served by no other pastors than those of
the Evangelical Synod.” New life was being poured into the
body of the congregation and interest in the Church was once
more aroused. The interest was raised to a high enough pitch
to permit Rev. Pinkert to confirm a class of eleven members in
1902. Soon, however, the pastor experienced a season of sorrow
when his good help-mate, Mrs. Pinkert, was taken from him.
She was laid to rest in Greenhill cemetery in Laramie and shortly
afterwards Rev. Pinkert bid the congregation a last farewell,
He served several other congregations after his departure from
Laramie before he entered into rest three years ago.



REV. ADOLPH WALTON

It is no exaggeration to say that
Rev. Adolph Walton is held in higher
esteem by many present day members
of the congregation than is any other
minister who has served the Church
during its entire fifty years. He was
a leader of the people in every sense of
the word. His deeply spiritual life
made him the “ideal pastor” and shep-
herd of his flock. He was willing to
do anything for anybody. He served
the congregation with a deep loyalty
and devotion, always emphasizing the spiritual over the material.
When Rev. Walton arrived at St. Paul’s in October, 1902, he
found much that needed his immediate attention. The con-

gregation was almost at the point of dissolution. Rev. Pinkert
had succeeded in re-establishing an interest among the mem-
bers, but years’ of progress can be brought to nought in a few
months’ time. After Rev. Pinkert’s resignation, the congrega-
tion was without a pastor for six months and the inevitable
followed—all the good work which he had begun, tumbled to
the ground. Rev. Walton had to work hard for almost two
years to get men to serve as trustees of the congregation. Re-
sults came slowly, but they came. By 1903 the Church was
reincorporated and put on a sounder spiritual and material
basis. On May 29, 1904, the Church was accepted as a mem-

ber of the Evangelical Synod of North America. Mission sup-
port in terms of finances was given to St. Paul’s until it became
a self-sustaining congregation a few years later.

While the congregation had been well taken care of with
a building of its own for worship services, during all these years
the pastors had been living in rented homes. Rev. Walton saw
the need for a parsonage and suggested that one be built adjoin-
ing the church. On January 21, 1907, the congregation voted
to build the parsonage, the cost of which was not to exceed
$1,800.00. The contract was let to George Berner, who erected
the building which still houses the present day pastor. In
order to secure funds to pay for the parsonage, Rev. Walton
and Otto Schwatke borrowed a team and wagon and went can-
vassing among the ranchers who belonged to the congregation.

Many other accomplishments are recorded to the credit of
Reyv. Walton. A good choir was organized, a young people’s
league flourished, the German School on Saturdays was well at-
tended, a beautiful iron fence was crected to enclose the church
property. On December 9, 1907, Rev. Walton tendered his
resignation as pastor of St. Paul’s in order that he might cngage
in mission work in Oklahoma. The congregation reluctantly
accepted the resignation and released him from further duty on
January 14, 1908. During the five years of his ministry at St.
Paul’s, he and Rev. G. A. Schmidt of Denver founded the Colo-
rado District. Today Rev. Walton is living in retirement at
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. A very good artist, Rev. Walton’s
oil painting of early Laramie can still be viewed in the local
Carnegie library.

Eleven



REV. O. G. WICHMANN

The distinction of holding the
longest pastorate at St. Paul’s Church
goes to Rev. O. G. Wichmann, Be-
ginning his ministry in April, 1908,
he served the congregation for more
than ten years. During all these years,
the members of the Church loved him
and responded to him. No doubt, one
reason why the members of the con-
gregation cooperated so splendidly
with Rev. Wichmann was because he
was doing his work without the as-
sistance of a very necessary person in any pastor’s home—a wife.
As he was serving the needs of his congregation he was, like-
wise, rearing six children. And yet in spite of the fact that he
had to be a mother and father at the same time he was trying
to be a pastor, he never permitted the former duties to inter-
fere with or gain precedence over the latter. It is a high tribute
to his Christian character, patience, and struggle that every one
of his children today are “successes” in their various fields of
labor. ~ All of them have good positions and are highly re-
spected and well thought of in their work. And this has hap-
pened without the nurture of a mother in their childhood days.
Those of us who are inclined to feel that success comes only to
those who have much money and the many other modern re-
quirements might well learn the lesson which this consecrated
man with a salary of fifty dollars per month has to teach us.
He seemed to know that it did not matter so much what went
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into the stomachs or on the backs of his children as what he
could put into their minds and souls. The good rating which
Rev. Wichmann’s children have in their little worlds today can
prove to us again that even spirituality has a market value.

Rev. Wichmann served St. Paul’s during one of the most
trying periods of its history—the period of the World War.
Those were days when suspicion clothed everything that was
associated with the German language. As he preached to his
congregation on Sunday mornings, spies were sent into the serv-
ice to discover if he was preaching anything detrimental to the
cause of the Allies or the United States. If he was champion-
ing the cause of Germany, the city fathers wanted to know
about it. At one time the church was broken into, a desk torn
open and its contents rifled to see whether “that German preach-
er” had any hidden correspondence which might connect him
directly with the German flag. The culprits were disappointed
with their findings. Rev. Wichmann survived all of the sus-
picions of the period. After the turmoil of madness had ended,
he still stood before the community with his record as an Ameri-
can and a Christian unblemished.

During his pastorate, St. Paul’s took a livelier interest in
our larger Kingdom work than had been the case previously.
The Synodical budget was better supported, missions were more
generously remembered, the District and Regional conferences
of Colorado were entertained, and the famous German Maenner-
chor made many appearances at services. On September s
1918, Rev. Wichmann finished his work in Laramie and ac-
cepted a call to Denver. From there he went to Plattsmouth,
Nebr., and hence to his present pastorate at Pomona, Calif.




REV. B. H. LEESMAN

The Church had just witnessed its
longest pastorate in that of Rev. Wich-
mann and right upon that it was to be
served with its briefest ministry. Rev.
B. H. Leesmann accepted his duties at
St. Paul’s on January 19, 1919, com-
ing from Ogden, Utah. Reflecting
something of the progress which had
been accomplished during Rev. Wich-
mann’s years of service, Rev. Lees-
mann was offered the highest salary
then yet paid to a minister of St
Paul’s Church—$75.00 per month. Fifty dollars had been the
highest paid to any of the preceeding ministers. For a month
or more before Rev. Leesmann’s arrival in Laramie, the city
had been quarantined with the “flu”” epidemic which was sweep-
ing the country at the time. The quarantine had been raised
only a few days before his arrival, but, as Rev. Leesmann told
us, ““The Board of Health had not exterminated all of the germs
and within a few days I was infected.” Although he fought
bravely to overcome the sickness, his doctor advised him to
leave Laramie with its high altitude behind him just as soon as
he possibly could. Consequently, after having served the con-
gregation for less than a month, he resigned his pastorate on
February 13 and returned to the Middlewest. All arrange-
ments had been made for his public installation at the Church
but these plans had to be cancelled. Today Rev. Leesmann is
pastor of St. John’s Church in Chicago, Illinois.

REV. WILLIAM SCHMIDT

As soon as Rev. Leesmann said
good-by to Laramie, the Church coun-
cil reached down into Tioga, Illinois,
and came up with a new pastor for
the congregation. Reverend William
Schmidt accepted the call from St.
Paul’s Church and preached his first
sermon on Palm Sunday in March,
1919. However, the rise from the
flats of Ilinois to the heights of Wyo-
ming proved to be too much for him.
Laramie’s altitude of 7,200 feet af-
fected him much the same as it had his predecessor. Knowing
that the atmosphere was too light for his health, Rev. Schmidt
did the wise thing in resigning as pastor at the annual meeting
in 1920. He preached his farewell sermon on Easter morning,
r920. Today he is happy in his work at Judson, North Dakota.

e e e L WO

REV. O. E. GEISLER

During the years that the Church was being served by the
Reverends Wichman, Leesmann and Schmidt, there was a young
minister up in Wahpeton, North Dakota, who was soon to leave
that field and come to Laramie to make changes in the Church
which would echo down through the years. Rev. O. F. Geisler
will be remembered, we are sure, at St. Paul’s Church as long as
any of the present members remain alive. He began his min-
istry here' on May 1, 1920. In less than two years he was re-
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sponsible for the biggest step taken at
the Church since the day it was
erected. ‘That step consisted in taking
St. Paul’s out of the class of an ordi-
nary church building and listing it
among the more beautiful churches of
the city. Rev. Geisler dreamed of ren-
ovating and remodeling the whole pic-
ture and before he resigned his min-
istry the dream had been realized. The
first official talk concerning all the
proposed changes was heard at the
annual meeting of the congregation on January ro, 1922. By
April 3, the Spiegelberg Lumber Company had been given the
contract to do the renovating. Briefly, these were the changes
made in the physical structure of the church: The stove in the
sanctuary was replaced by a furnace in the basement; the high
pulpit was removed from the front center and a new one in-
stalled to the front right side of the sanctuary; the windows
were changed from plain window-pane to art glass windows; a
beautiful altar was installed, crowned with a very good canvas
painting of Hoffmann’s “Christ in Gethsemane;” new electric
lights were installed; the whole wood-work of the church was
changed from a light cream paint finish to a new stain and
varnish creation; a runncr rug covered the former bare floor of
the aisle; the sacristry was added, a room was added in the base-
ment for what is now the nursery room; two lavatorics were in-
stalled; a garage was built.
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It was a tremendous undertaking and cost in the neigh-
borhood of §6,500.00. But it all made such a great change that
everybody was happy about it. Along with all this, Rev.
Geisler found time to organize the Loyal Workers, a Happy
Thought Circle, teach at Wyoming University, get the finances
of the Church in good shape, build up the attendance at morn-
ing serivces, and serve in many other ways. It was he who in-
troduced the English language into the Church. On February
I5, 1923, it was decided that the mid-week Lenten services be
held in the English language. The following year, English
services were being held every Sunday morning and German
services every other Sunday. Showing their appreciation for
his good work, the congregation voted to increase Rev. Geisler’s
salary to $125.00 per month, which was an all-time high for
the congregation.

The Church prospered and flourished, with every organiza-
tion doing its full share of the work. Soon, however, Rev.
Geisler was overtaken with a throat ailment which made speak-
ing a difficult matter for him. Accepting the advise of his
doctor, he decided to leave the ministry for a while and refrain
from all public speaking. He resigned as pastor of St. Paul’s
and left Laramie on March 1, 1925. After leaving the Church,
he attended a school of dentistry and soon established himself
in the profession. He practiced at it until three years ago, when
he felt that his voice was again strong enough for preaching
and pastoral work. He accepted a call to a mission church in
Pasadena, California, and remains there today.



REY. O. E. PINKERT

It seldom happens that a Church
is served by one pastor and then many
years later by the son of the same man.
Yet St. Paul’s has had that experience.
When in June, 1925, Rev. O. E. Pink-
ert assumed his duties as pastor of the
congregation many of his members re-
membered his father who had served
the Church twenty-five years previ-
ously. Although Rev. O. E. Pinkert
was pastor of the congregation for on-
ly a brief time, he inaugurated a cus-
tom which has prevailed at the Church cver since that time.
Once each year the trustees prepare a sumptuous cotton-tail
dinner for the members of the congregation and for anyone else
who wishes to participate in it. The men of the Church shoot,
clean, fry and serve the cotton-tails. If, by change, they make
a few dollars out of it, the Church treasury is enriched. (Last
fall a break occurred in this established tradition duc to the fact
that the cotton-tails were too scarce.)

The language question at the Church was anything but a
dead issue when Rev. Pinkert arrived. At a meeting of the
congregation on January 15, 1926, it was voted to conduct the
worship services in German and English on alternate Sundays.
After a brief period of service, Rev. Pinkert realized that his
talents were more adapted to a rural than an urban congre-
gation, and so on September 1, 1926, he resigned his ministry
and accepted a call to Tecumseh, Nebraska. He is still there.

REV. AUGUST DOELLEFELD

The last minister to do any Ger-
man preaching at St. Paul’s Church
was Rev. August Doellefeld, who be-
gan his ministry here in January, 1927.
At a service in 1932 the final German
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benediction had been pronounced by AL Rt .
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him and the language question was ‘ .
a closed and settled issue. The reso- "

lution adopted by the congregation in .
1900, which said in part . . . since ‘

we are and intend to remain a German

congregation . . . ” had been repudi-

ated by the progress of the times. One thing which, perhaps,
lead to the complete establishment of the English language for
Church services was the fact that the congregation had asked
Rev. Doellefeld to re-write the Church’s constitution in the
English language. This was done by the pastor and the docu-
ment is still the law of the congregation. As a preacher, Rev.
Doellefeld hardly had an equal at St. Paul’s. His clear think-
ing coupled with his booming voice held the attention of the
members Sunday after Sunday. His contribution to the ma-
terial welfare of the congregation consisted in building a full
size basement under the parsonage. The labor was donated by
the men of the Church, leaving only the material to be pur-
chased. While the men spent their evenings digging the base-
ment, the ladies of the congregation prepared and served them
saurkraut. For more than four years the congregation flour-

ished under Rev. Doellefeld’s leadership. Then, along with
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many other churches, it was caught in the throes of the depres-
sion and began to topple financially. For the first time since
Rev. Walton’s ministry in 1904, an appeal was made to the
Home Mission Board of the Synod for financial support. This
was granted to t}le extent Of $300.00 per year.

Mrs. Docllefeld, who had not been well for years, began to
ail more during the closing years of her husband’s term of
service and her poor health finally forced Rev. Doellefeld to
leave Laramie. He resigned as pastor on November 3, 1932,
and moved to Denver. From there he took Mrs. Doellefeld to
St. Louis where she might receive better medical attention.
They are there today, with Rev. Docllefeld serving a rural con-
gregation at Gumbo, Missouri, about twenty-five miles from
downtown St. Louis. The younger people of the congregation
remember Rev. Doellefeld above all the other ministers. Some
of them will talk for hours about the times they spent together
on picnics and fishing trips.

REV. ROBERT J. YOUNG

From November, 1932 until August, 1933 the congrega-
tion was served intermittantly by pastors of the neighboring
churches. At a congregational meeting on May 21, 1933 the
members of the church decided to secure a graduating student
from Eden Theological Seminary as their pastor. The Home
Mission Board had promised to pay the remaining part of the
pastor’s salary if the congregation would pay $25.00 per month.
Rev. Robert J. Young, the graduate, began his ministry at St.
Paul’s on August 1, 1933, and was publicly installed by Rev.

Sixteen

O. F. Geisler on November 5 of the same year. Onc of the
chief hindrances to any progress of the congregation had been
a long time indcbtedness, incurred in the renovation program
sponsored by the Church some fourteen years previously. On
January 3, 1935, a definite debt-campaign was mapped out and
given to the congregation. The indebtedness stood at $2,004.40.
With everybody cooperating in the plan, the debt was wiped
off the books by December, 1936. In the council meeting of
December, 1935, it was decided to install a gas heater in the
pastor’s study. In May of last year three gas burners replaced
the old coal range in the kitchen of the church. A hot-water
heater was also installed. Last year St. Paul’s Church partici-
pated in the Synodical debt-liquidation campaign and met its
quota 100 per cent. It has paid its Synodical budget quota in
full for the past two years and will repeat this year. So far,
in this our Jubilee year, one hundred new hymnals have been
purchased. Natural gas has been piped into the parsonage for
cooking and hot-water purposes. On April 11 the congrega-
tion was thrilled with the dedication of the new lighting sys-
tem in the church. Mr. and Mrs. Max Weick had furnished
the church with a complete new lighting system as a memorial
to the parents of Mrs. Weick—MTr. and Mrs. Louis Pilger. The
lights are indirect and a soft, diffused, clear light bathes the
congregation at its evening services. The canvas painting above
the altar is also lit with soft lights. After the lights came new
roofs for the church and parsonage and new wall paper for the
church. It was enough to make every member feel justly proud

of his church.
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THE ROLL CALL OF OUR PASTORS

Johann Frank—January to August, 1887
Christian Thompsen—October, 1887-]June 1894

- Julius Gomppenberg—July, 1894-November, 1895
Walther Eickmann—June, 1896-November, 1898
Ed F. Pinkert—November, 1899-May, 1902
Adolph Walton—October, 1902-January, 1908
O. G. Wichmann—April, 1908-September, 1918
B. H. Leesman—January 19 to February 13, 1919
William Schmide—March, 1919-April, 1920

O. F. Geisler—May, 1920-March, 1925

O. E. Pinkert—]June, 1925-September, 1926
August Doellefeld—January, 1927-November, 1932
Robert J. Young—August 1, 1933-

PRESIDENTS OF THE CONGREGATION

George Berner—1887-1892

August Trabing—1893-1894

George Fisher—1895-1896

Peter Nagel—1897

George Berner—1898-1902

Jacob Berner—1903-1906

Charles Schwatke—1907-June, 1908
Fred Krueger—August to December, 1908
Fred Roeseler—1909

Jacob Berner—i1910-1913

Charles Troederup—1914-1918

Henning Svenson—1919-April, 1921
Henry Folster—May to December, 1921
Henning Svenson—1922-1924

Albert Trautewig—1925-1926

Fred Zinn—1927

Albert Trautewig—1928-January, 1933
William Heinemann—r1933-
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THE CHURCH TRUSTEES

These are the men who carry on the business end of the
Church’s program. A regular meeting is held on the first Fri-
day of every month to take care of the affairs of the congrega-
tion. No pastor throughout the entire Synod could wish for a
better Church council. A fine spirit of harmony and coopera-
tion has characterized all meetings ever since the present pastor
began his work with these men, four years ago. The members,
from left to right, are: R. J. Young, pastor; Emil Hoefs,
Treasurer; William Wahl, Secretary; Mads Justesen; William
Heinemann, President; Ernest Weber, and Herman Luben.
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THE LADIES’ AID SOCIETY

What can be said of many another Church, can be said
with equal force and truth of St. Paul’s Church—"If it were
not for the Ladies’ Aid Society, the Church would find it a
difficult task to continue to function.” The first mention of
organizing an Aid Society was made in 1888 during the min-
istry of Rey. Thompsen. Apparently, the Society was organ-
ized but no records of its activities remain. By the year 1900
St. Paul’s Church was being served by its first pastor from the
Evangelical Synod. On January 1o of that year, the Rev. Ed
Pinkert organized a Society which has remained intact to this
day. The first officers of this new society were:

Mrs. Augusta Melcher—President
Mrs. Anna Murbe—Sccretary
Mrs. Margaret Koch—Treasurer

Five months after its inception, the Society established an
institution which has remained at the Church ever since—the
famous German potato-pancake dinner. Originally, the mem-
bers of the Ladies’ Aid were responsible for the entire program
of the Church. They elected the teachers for the Sunday

School from their group, all monies needed to finance the
Church were collected by them, they took care of the picnics,
the Christmas program, and pratically everything else that
needed attention. An interesting side-light found in the old
minutes is that the Society held its first dinner-dance in the old
Maenner-chor hall on May 21, 1903. After a few years, this
function was dropped from the calendar. During the thircy-
seven years of its existence, the Society has contributed more
than $10,000.00 toward benevolences and the work at St.
Paul’s. Originally, the basis for securing funds included public
dinners, bazaars, bake-sales, raffles, fairs, rummage sales, etc., etc.
We are happy to say that several years ago all of these ques-
tionable money-raising methods were striken from the Aid’s
calendar. All money is now given on a voluntary basis.

The present officers of the Society are: Mrs. Elvira Wahl,
President; Mrs. Marie Gatzemeyer, Vice-president; Mrs. Louisa
Kock, Secretary; and Mrs. Anna Wahl, Treasurer. Although
its membership has never been large, the Society has always
done its full share in supporting the program of the Church.
At the Women’s Union National Convention held at St. Louis

during May of this year, the Society was represented by two
delegates—Mrs. Fred Koch and Mrs. William Wahl.
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THE GLEANER

On the second Sunday of every month the Gleaner, a four-
teen-page mimeograph publication, is distributed to the mem-
bers of the congregation. The first issue appeared in January,
1935, and it has made its regular appearance ever since. The
underlying purpose of the Gleaner is to create an interest in the
Church on the part of the membership and, after that interest
is once aroused, to hold it. Working on the assumption that
few people are, or can be, interested in anything of which they
know little or nothing, the paper attempts to keep the mem-
bers informed about everything which happens at, or in con-
nection with, the Church. Aside from all the routine news, a
complete financial report of the congregation is given each
month. There is no hesitation involved in publishing reports
on the financial condition of the Church. The members of the
congregation give their money to the work of the Church and
they are entitled to know how the money is spent. Further-
more, any misunderstanding is avoided by letting the members
know, instead of making them guess, where all the money is
put to use. Where many speak on this subject with fear and
hesitancy, we have discovered that consecrated giving has a
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legitimate place in the Church news and have experienced no
evil results from giving this news to the people.

Begun originally with cight pages and forty copies, the
Gleaner today runs into more than a hundred and twenty-five
copies of fourteen pages. At times there are more pages—never
are there less. The largest edition contained twenty-two pages
with three hundred and ten copies printed. From time to time
articles appear which are written by members of the congrega-
tion. The paper depends entirely upon voluntary contributions
for its support. There is no subscription price.

THE SUNDAY BULLETIN

The Sunday Morning Bulletin was started in October,
1933, and has appeared regularly ever since. One-half of the
bulletin contains the order of worship for the day. The other
half is filled with notes of interest, announcements, and com-
ments which the pastor wishes to bring to the attention of the
congregation. The use of the Bulletin eliminates the necessity
of any oral announcements, thus causing no interruption in the
worship service. This, also, is a mimeographed product.



THE PARSONAGE

Several ministers had to do with the building and improv-
ing of the parsonage. It was erected in 1907 while Rev. Wal-
ton was pastor of the congregation. During the ministry of
Rev. Wichmann, sidewalks were placed in front and around it.
With the arrival of Rev. Geisler a bathroom was added. A
major improvement made during Rev. Doellefeld’s pastorate
was the building of a full basement and the installation of a
Holland furnace. This year a new roof has been put on and
natural gas piped in. A new coat of paint has also been applied.
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Sunday School has been a part of St. Paul’s Church
from the very beginning. In spite of the fact that often the
Church was without the services of a-pastor, the school contin-
ued to function under its own leadership. Although originally
conducted in the German language, the classes have been taught
in English for the past twenty or more years. Besides taking
care of the spiritual training of the children, the school has
always contributed generously to the calls for material help
from the congregation. Graded lessons are used in all classes.
Toward the middle of June “Children’s Day” is held in con-
nection with the regular morning worship service. At this
service recognition is given to all pupils who have established
attendance or any other records during the year. This service
officially marks the end of the Sunday School meetings for the
summer months. The Sunday following “Children’s Day,” an
outdoor worship service and picnic is held in the neighboring
mountains. Classes begin again in September with the opening
of the public schools. Today there are sixty pupils enrolled in
the classes. The average attendance for the past year has been
forty-eight per Sunday. The teachers are: Mrs. William
Heinemann, Nursery and Beginners; Mrs. Elvira Wahl and
Miss Dorothy Justesen, Primary; Mrs. Eunice Young, Juniors;
Rev. Young, Intermediates. An adult class was cancelled dur-
ing the year. Miss Mary Margaret Shepherd is our cfficient and
devoted secretary-treasurer.

IN CONCLUSION

In writing this history of the congregation, it was not
possible to mention everything that was done nor everybody
who helped do it. In the first place, the records are very in-
complete. We had to do the best we could with the material we
had on hand as the basis for our work. In the second place, it
would be prohibitively expensive to include everything and
everybody. So, we have merely tried to pick out the “high
lights” of the past fifty years’ experience. Although the task
has been somewhat difficult and has required an immense amount
of time, it has been an cnjoyable one and has given the editor
a tremendous amount of information concerning St. Paul’s
Church. That alone is compensation enough for him. We
trust that as you read the story you will enjoy it so much that
all omissions will be overlooked. The reading of this tale will
reveal to all the faith of these early pioneers, the struggles and
achievements of the ministers, and the obligation that is ours to
carry forward the torch of faith as it has been handed down to
us. With God helping us, we shall strive to prove ourselves
worthy of the heritage bequeathed to us by the faith and labors
of our forefathers. Although St. Paul’s is still rated as a mission
church, our fondest hopes and dreams are to become a self-sus-
taining congregation in the very near future.

Twenly-five



STATISTICS

Year Baptisms Sontin Weddings Funerals Commu- | Year Baptisms Contne Weddings Funerals ORI
ands nicants {‘ ands nicants

1887 24 8 3 7 o 1912 8 12 4 7 112
18838 17 < 5 5 83 I’ 1913 8 3 7 5 98
188 2 6 2 I 191 6 2
1893 12 o 6 ; io || sz;‘r Z ‘: : 9 1?)4
1891 14 6 I 9 66 || 1916 9 2 7 7 75
1892 18 Il 4 3 76 I‘ 1917 2 375 2 11 132
1893 16 5 5 4 8o |‘ 1918 14 3 4 6 23
1894 7 5 3 1919 2 2 5 2 61
1895 12 3 2 |‘ 1920 9 10 4 3 62
1896 10 %, 5 5 21 || 1921 6 7 4 4

1897 6 18 1 i ; 1922 7 2 i 2
1898 10 o S i S '-‘ 1923 8 3 3 10 72
1899 1 o I \ 1924 2 7 6 7
1900 7 6 14 43 \‘ 1925 4 . I 4 57
1901 16 3 I 4 43 1926 10 e 5 5 76
1902 12 11 X 7 70 l| 1927 3 11 1 3 132
1903 9 > 8 7 82 1928 5 3 § 6 137
1904 11 10 2 5 76 | 1929 6 N 9 9 13§
1905 3 6 3 4 2 i 1930 7 1o 7 7 127
1906 10 10 3 6 112 [ 1931 7 i 7 7 117
1907 I1 16 4 4 98 ‘ 1932 9 13 1 4 107
1908 19 7 4 4 109 l 1933 1 e 3 2 33
1909 4 5 8 8 100 ‘! 1934 2 £ 4 4 10§
1910 1§ 5 7 11 98 { 1935 7 4 8 8 114
I9IT 8 I 4 9 93 I 1936 2 6 7 12 133
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ST. PAUL’S CONGREGATION, MAY 9, 1937



GREETINGS!

. . . Heartiest congratulations to you on your semicen-
tenial celebration and my best wishes for a prosperous future.

Rev. Walther Eickman

My dear friends and co-workers in Christ:

Greetings! The fiftieth anniversary of your Church, situ-
ated on the high elevation of Wyoming, is still, as far as I know,
the highest Church in our Synod. Our common Christian faich
aims at the highest values mortal man can attain if he will fol-
low faithfully our Lord Jesus Christ. Ihope and know that you
are going spiritually ahead, forward, upward, and heavenward.
I may say so, because during those fifty years under God’s
guidance and blessing your church has proved to be steadfast,
endeavoring to do its best, even under trying circumstances, in
holding up your faith and working for the Kingdom of God.
As one of your former pastors, I pray that God may bless you
and your pastor in the future. May St. Paul’s always continue
to abound in the work of the Lord . . . I regard my work at
Laramie as one of the best chapters in my life’s history and am
still thankful for the friendships made . . .

Sincerely yours,
Rev. Adolph Walton

My dear St. Paul’s People:

It set my soul aflame with joy when I read of the progress
you have made in the past year . . . Over ten years of my life
I lived and struggled with you. The Lord guided us safely
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through the World War. Those years were the most active
years of my life . . . My greetings to you are the words of the
ro3rd Psalm, 1-6. My prayers are with you always.

Rev. O. G. Wichmann

I wish you success in editing the booklet. My best wishes
to the congregation on their Golden Jubilee.
Sincerely,

Rev. B. H. Leesmann

Dear Friends:

As one of your former pastors, I herewith send you my
most sincere greetings on the occasion of your Golden Jubilee.
May God pour out his richest blessings upon your Church that
all the members may dedicate themselves anew to the service
of His Kingdom. My best regards to all of you.

Sincerely,

Rev. William Schmidt

Dear Friends:

On this your fiftieth anniversary, I naturally turn my
thoughts to the Church where I spent five happy yvears of
Christian fellowship. I have no other greeting for the old
Church except the old one of love for all . . . Long live the
dear old Church and its aggressive pastor and all other friends.
I pray that God will greatly use and bless St. Paul’s Church in
the spread of the everlasting Gospel of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, whose resurrection is our everlasting hope. I send
you greetings!

Rev. O. F. Geisler



Dear Members of St. Paul’s Church:

(14

.« . We extend our best wishes to you on the occasion
of your fiftieth anniversary. May this be a happy and blessed
day for your pastor and the entire congregation. We hope and
pray that the Lord will richly bless your congregation and each
individual member at all times, and be with you “always eyen
unto the end of the world.” With best wishes and sincere
greetings to all,

Rev. and Mrs. O. E. Pinkert

Dear Members and Friends of St. Paul’s:

Surely it is a glorious day for you to celebrate the fifticth
anniversary as a congregation. In all these past years cthe grace
of God has rested upon you. The pastors and congregations of
the Colorado District send heartiest greetings and best wishes
with the words of Psalm 118:24. We appreciate your faithful
work and cooperation with your present pastor and rejoice that
you are developing to a higher position, both in the eyes of God
and in the sight of man. With personal greetings as President
of the Colorado District, I am your co-worker in the vineyard
of the Lord.

Rev. M. Schoenhaar,

President of Colorado District

My dear Friends:

It has interested us in the Board of Home Missions to read
in Rev. Young’s report that you are to celebrate your soth an-
niversary on the rsth of August. It is my privilege to convey
to you the sincere greetings and good wishes of the Church.
How often has Laramie been consciously included in the fervent
prayers of the missionary minded leaders of our denomination
. . . In recent years, there has been quite a bit of good news
coming through about St. Paul’s in Laramie to gladden the
hearts and strengthen the faith of these friends of the Kingdom
..« We want St. Paul’s to be a strong Christian group for your
sakes, dear friends . . . We want you so to catch the great Re-
deemer’s loving spirit, that you will not rest until your group
becomes a strong force for the Christianization of the rest of
the world . . . Let none of us fail our Lord at a time like this.
Outward progress is very good and commendable but along
with it we need a great, healthy, triumphant faith in the Gospel
of the Cross. May God bless each one of you richly and give
you much joy on your Anniversary.

Yours sincerely,
Rev. ]J. J. Braun,
Executive Secretary of the
Home Mission Board.
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Thirty

Dear Brother Young:

I was happy to learn of the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of your
congregation during the month of August. I thank you for your kind invita-
tion to be present on that joyful occasion. Since it is not possible for me to
be with you I should like to send you a word of greeting in the name of the
Evangelical Synod of North America.

We rejoice with you because God has kept you through all these years as
a Christian congregation and has made your church a source of blessing to many
who have worshipped there. Through bright and cloudy days He has brought
you and made men and women willing and ready to support the work. All of
this is cause for gratitude to Almighty God, and on the day of celebration
your people should “come into His presence with thanksgiving and into His
courts with praise.”

We rejoice with you also because of the splendid progress you have made
during the last few years especially, and because of the fine things which are be-
ing done in your community.

May your celebration result in a fuller consecration of all your people to
Christ and a greater loyalty of young and old to St. Paul’s Church!

With all good wishes for a blessed Golden Jubilee celebration, T am,

Very sincerely yours,
F. C. Klick, D.D., President,
Evangelical Synod of North America.






